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a reductio ad absurduin to suggest that, ii such and
such an argument were good, lawyers might he taxed
for their fees.1

The practice of omitting rents from consideration
was a much more serious matter. Doubts on the
subject were felt within thirty years of the death of
Queen Elizabeth. In 1633 certain propositions were
laid down, which became known as the Judges' Reso-
lutions of 1633, though, according to the editor of the
1742 edition of Dalton's Justice, they were really only
answers drawn up by Sir Robert Heath, the Chief
Justice, to questions put to him by country gentlemen
when he was on circuit. Of these, the eighteenth
proposition or resolution is an answer to the question,
" Whether the tax for the relief of the poor upon the
statute of 43 Eliz., c. 2, shall be made by ability or
occupation of lands, or both; and whether the visible
ability in the parish where he lives, or general ability
wheresoever; and whether his rent received within
the parish where he lives shall be accounted visible
ability, and whether he shall be taxed for them only
and for any rent received from other parishioners;
and what shall be said visible ability ?" The answer
is: "The land within each parish is to be taxed to
the charges in the first place equally and indifferently,
but there may be an addition for the personal visible
ability of the parishioners within that parish according
to good discretion, wherein if there be any mistaking,
the sessions, &c., or the justices must judge between
them."2 This answers only a small portion of the
question, and that in somewhat obscure terms; but

1  See below, p. 95.

2  Dalton, Country Justice, ed. of 1742, pp. 170, 171.